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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a First Action on the Merits. Claims 1-5 are pending 
below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a. printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of • application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Cudini (U.S. Patent No. 3,201,831). 

Claim 1: Cudini discloses a frame assembly comprising a 
cover (Fig. 2: 10) having a transverse member (14) and a face 
(proximate 28) , the transverse member has first and second edges 
(see "A" and "B" respectively from attached Figure 2 form 
Cudini, below), inner and outer surfaces (proximate 14 and 22, 
respectively) the face is adjacent to the first edge, and the 
second edge tapers outwardly in a direction from the first edge 
to the second edge; a main frame (2 6) adapted to support a 
closure member (46) with respect to a frame opening (proximate 
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36) , the frame having a confronting periphery (proximate 26) and 
an overhanging portion (24); a confronting edge (proximate "B", 
below) engages the second edge of the transverse member; a 
resilient support (18) engages an outer surface of the 
transverse member, and the resilient support is compressed by 
the transverse member as the member is moved toward the frame 
and the support is configured to. urge the inner surface of the 
transverse member against the overhanging portion of the frame 
(proximate 35) . 




Figure 2 from Cudini 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,185 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3635 

Claim 2: the resilient support member (18) is a 
compressible foam. 

Claim 5: Cudini discloses a method of installing a window 
frame assembly comprising positioning a resilient support (18) 
with respect to a window housing (20) , positioning a frame (26) 
having an opening, a confronting periphery (proximate 26) and an 
overhanging portion (24) , positioning a cover (10) with respect 
to the window housing and frame, the cover has a transverse 
member *(14) having a reduced thickness leading edge ("A" and "B" 
above) with a surface that tapers radially outward in a 
direction toward a cover; engaging at least a portion of the 
transverse member with the periphery (proximate 28) of the main 
frame and urging the cover toward the main frame to juxtapose at 
least a portion of the transverse member with the overhang of 
the main frame; the transverse member is compressing the 
resilient support. 

Claims 1, 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Krueger (U.S. Patent No. 4,266,383). 

Claim 1: Krueger discloses a frame assembly comprising a 
cover (76) a having a transverse member (81) and a face (side 
between points 82 and 83) , the transverse members has first and 
second edges (83 and 82, respectively), inner and outer surfaces 
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(proximate 81 and 86) , the face is adjacent to the first edge, 
and the second edge tapers radially outwardly for the first to 
second edge; a main frame (3 6) adapted to support a closure 
member (56) with respect to the frame opening, the main frame 
has a confronting periphery (37) and an overhanging portion 

(83) , the periphery includes a confronting edge (proximate 83) 
configured to engage the second edge of the transverse member; 
and a resilient support (85) configured to engage the outer ' 
surface of the transverse member, and the resilient support is 
compressed by the transverse member as the member is moved to 
the frame and the support urges the inner surface of the member 
against the overhanging portion of the frame 

Claim 3: the resilient support (85) is a leaf spring. 
Claim 4: the resilient support has a tapered profile 
adapted to engage (proximate 82) the transverse member. • 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to William 
V. Gilbert whose telephone number is 571.272.9055. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00 to 17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Carl Friedman can be 
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reached on 571.272.6842. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. x 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPT0 Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



